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Too much lip 
Winner of the 2019 Miles Franklin Award, Melissa Lugashensko has written a follow on to 
her successful book Mullumbimby. 

Too much lip, it’s her old problem from way back. And the older she gets, the harder it 
seems to get to swallow her opinions. The avalanche of bullshit in the world would drown 

her if she let it; the least she could do 
was raise her voice in anger.  

The fast-paced story continues around 
wise-cracking Kerry Salter who has spent 
a lifetime avoiding two things – her 
hometown and prison. But now her Pop 
is dying and she’s an inch away from the 
lockup, so she heads south on a stolen 
Harley. 

Kerry plans to spend twenty-four hours, 
tops, over the border. She quickly 
discovers, though, that Bundjalung 
country has a funny way of grabbing on 
to people. Old family wounds open as the 
Salters fight to stop the development of 
their beloved river. And the unexpected 
arrival on the scene of a good-looking 
dugai fella intent on loving her up only 
adds more trouble – but then trouble is 
Kerry’s middle name. 
Gritty and darkly hilarious, Too Much Lip 
offers redemption. 

“Traces of settler-colonial violence and intergenerational trauma weave through their lives. What Lucashenko 
leaves readers with is a sense that the family members will heal themselves by protecting Country and 
supporting each other…"Book reviewer 

'This book is good. Very good. It is an unflinching, 
raw and honest exploration of one modern-day 
(fictional) Aboriginal family, with all its flaws and 
problems. But it is also a book that offers important 
cultural and historical insights into intergenerational 
trauma and abuse.'  

This book pulls no punches, and the author makes abundantly clear her rage at what has occurred, her absolute 
abhorrence of the treatment of her ancestors (she is of Bundjalung and European heritage). But just as she 
sweeps us up in the injustice and futility of our nation’s past, she takes the sting from the tail with small moments of 
honour and faith, small acts of love and sacrifice. Just as she immerses us in the most terrible incidents of 
violence, she lifts us up with the strength of family ties, with the clarity of connection and belonging.  Cas Moriarty

One thing this book offers – the opportunity to understand.


