
Book Report

Three reviews this time! All of a different topic, all very topical and current.  
From drama and suspense to unbelievable exposure from behind closed 

doors plus something funny (yet serious) in between!



The Cave
• The inside story of the secret plans and unsung heroes that 

helped a team of international experts pull off the dramatic 
Thai cave rescue 

• When the 12 young members of the Wild Boars soccer club 
walked into a Thai cave with their coach, they expected to be 
out by nightfall.  

• They had rope and torches but no food. Then a sudden 
monsoonal downpour flooded their route out. They were 
trapped - imprisoned in a cave said to be haunted by a 
mythical broken-hearted princess. 

• So began the greatest search-and-rescue mission in living 
memory. People from across Thailand, and soon from across 
the world, joined hands to find the boys and get them out. 

• ABC foreign correspondent Liam Cochrane was on the 
ground as the dramatic events unfolded. Using his local 
knowledge, and working with a team of Thai researchers, he 
puts us at the centre of the story, witnessing the boys' 
agonising wait, the divers' battle against muddy torrents, the 
race to pump out flooded caves, the secret drilling plans. 

• He reveals fresh details about the boys' time inside the cave, 
the role of a revered mystic monk, and sets the story in this 
kingdom under military rule. Amidst the hope, 

• There are tensions, tragedy and powerful players guiding 
the rescue.  

• Most of all, this is the inspirational story of an amazing 
group of boys and what can be achieved when the world 
unites.



This is going to hurt
• It’s told by a doctor now a comic as Adam Hills intersperses horror 

stories  from the British NHS frontline as he portrays the secret diaries of 
a junior doctor 

• “Painfully funny. The pain and the funniness somehow add up to 
something entirely good, entirely noble and entirely loveable." Stephen 
Fry 

• Welcome to 97-hour weeks; to life and death decisions; to a constant 
tsunami of bodily fluids. Welcome to earning less than the hospital 
parking meter. Wave goodbye to your friends and relationships  

• Scribbled in secret after endless days, sleepless nights and missed 
weekends, comedian and former junior doctor Adam Kay's This Is Going 
to Hurt provides a no-holds-barred account of his time on the NHS front 
line.  

• Hilarious, horrifying and heartbreaking by turns, these diaries are 
everything you wanted to know - and more than a few things you didn't 
- about life on and off the hospital ward. And yes, it may leave a scar…. 

• This is a valuable window into the life of a junior doctor, a complete eye-
opener, tragic and yet very funny insight into the noble profession  

• It also highlights the indifference of government agencies and the 
damage they can cause 

• For all you blood thirsty, gory suspense readers, this one is for you!



In the closet of the Vatican
• The book exposes the rot at the heart of the Vatican and the Roman 

Catholic Church today. 
• A brilliant piece (gob smackingly so) of investigative writing based on 4 

years' authoritative research, including extensive interviews with those in 
power.  

• The celibacy of priests 
•  the condemnation of the use of contraceptives (condoms in particular, 

which are normally for contraception, but in the priests case should 
have been used for protection against disease. AIDS was 4 times 
higher within the catholic church than the global population!) 

•  the cover up of countless cases of sexual abuse 
•  the resignation of Benedict XVI 
•  misogyny among the clergy 
•  the dramatic fall in Europe of the number of vocations to the 

priesthood 
• the plotting against Pope Francis - all clouded in mystery and secrecy. 

• The book derives from a system founded on a clerical culture of secrecy 
which starts in junior seminaries and continues right up to the Vatican itself. 

• It is based on the double lives of priests and on extreme homophobia. The 
resulting schizophrenia in the Church is hard to fathom. But the more a 
prelate is homophobic, the more likely it is that he is himself gay. 

`Behind rigidity there is always something hidden, in many cases a double life'. 
Pope Francis  

No one can claim to really understand the Catholic Church today until they 
have read this book. It reveals a truth that is extraordinary and very disturbing.  

It is a book that already has keen interest from our members and is 
recommended to put your name down soon!


